
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ADMISSIONS 
M-1 STUDENT VISAS

Broward Technical Colleges are NOT APPROVED by Immigration to process the I-20 for students wishing to 
apply for an M-1 Student Visa for the following programs: ESOL - English for Speakers of Other 
Languages; ABE - Adult Basic Education; AAAE - Applied Academics for Adult Education; GED® – 
General Educational Development. 

The International Student Handbook, and documents required may be downloaded from the technical 
colleges’ Web sites at www.atlantictechnicalcollege.edu (Atlantic); www.mcfattertechnicalcollege.edu 
(McFatter); or www.sheridantechnicalcollege.edu (Sheridan). Select How to Apply, and then scroll down to 
International Student Information. 

ADMISSIONS PROCEDURES 

1. Orientation & Testing – Make arrangements to attend an Orientation and take the TABE
TEST (Test of Adult Basic Education) at the technical college you wish to attend. Photo ID & $15
Testing Fee are required for initial testing.

2. Schedule an appointment with the program counselor/advisor to discuss test results,

program placement, and registration procedures.
3. Schedule an appointment with Vera Fernandez, International Student Advisor, to process

the I-20 – Certificate of Eligibility for Non-immigrant (M-1) Student Status.

4. Once the I-20 - Certificate of Eligibility for Non-immigrant (M-1) Student Status is
processed, a space in the class will be reserved for the international student.

5. After obtaining the student visa, provide a copy to Vera Fernandez.

6. Register for the class during the registration period for new students. International students are
permitted to enter the U.S. 30 days prior to the program start date.

IMPORTANT! HEALTH SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMS International students must first come to 
the U.S. on a visitor’s visa to fulfill all admissions requirements for these programs. After all 
requirements are met and the students have been accepted into these programs, the Form I-20 can 
then be processed and international students will be eligible to apply for the M-1 student visa. 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS PAY NON-RESIDENT TUITION FOR THE DURATION OF THEIR STUDIES UNDER 
THE M-1 STUDENT VISA. 

Vera Fernandez, International Student Advisor McFatter 
Technical College and Technical High School Office of 

Student Affairs vera.alvarez@browardschools.com 
Office Hours by Appointment- Please call 754-321-5737 
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The School Board of Broward County, Florida, prohibits any policy or procedure which results in discrimination on the basis of age, color, disability, gender identity, gender expression, genetic information, 
marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex or sexual orientation. The School Board also provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Individuals who wish to file a 
discrimination and/or harassment complaint may call the Director, Equal Educational Opportunities/ADA Compliance Department & District’s Equity Coordinator/Title IX Coordinator at 754-321-2150 or Teletype 
Machine (TTY) 754-321-2158.
Individuals with disabilities requesting accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008, (ADAAA) may call Equal Educational Opportunities/ADA Compliance Department at 
754-321-2150 or Teletype Machine (TTY) 754-321-2158.
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http://www.sheridantechnical.com/
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